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DRAFT 
This is a draft document with 
thoughts and ideas from various 
sources. Nothing in this 
document is final and many 
aspects may change prior to the 
final edition.



This document was created in consultation and 
with guidance provided by the following:

• Center for Disease Control (CDC), 
• SC Department of Health and Environmental Control 

(DHEC), 
• SC State Department of Education (SDE), 
• State AcceleratED Taskforce
• Governor's Office, 
• Anderson School District One Accelerate Taskforce 

(ASD1 Accelerate), 
• Over 5,000 survey results from parents and ASD1 

employees.



ASD1Accelerate Taskforce
Building and Student Services Committee
Instructional Committee
Operations Committee

Made up of 90 individuals- teachers, support staff, 
board members, administrators, guidance counselors, 
special education specialists, mental health 
counselors, instructional technologists, parents, health 
professionals and additional members of sub 
committees



How important is it for students to 
return to face-to-face instruction in 
the fall?

“Important” or “Very Important:

Parents: 88%
Staff: 97%



The vast majority of parents and 
employees want to get back to face-to-

face instruction as soon as possible

“Very 
Comfortable”

“Comfortable with 
Significant 
Safeguards”

Total

Parents 49% 38% 87%

Staff 52% 44% 96%



There remain safety concerns from 
both parents and employees

“Not Very Comfortable Returning to 
Face-to-face Instruction”:

Parents: 12%
Staff: 3%



Create ASD1 Virtual Learning Academy 

• For those parents who choose for their children to 
not return to face-to-face instruction; 

• Taught by certified teacher;
• Rigorous grade-level standards requiring significant 

time commitments;
• Requires a minimum amount of time spent actively 

involved with digital curriculum;
• Parent must sign “Declaration of Intent” by mid July 

committing their child(ren) to 100% online 
instruction for the 2020-21 school year;

• Family must have Internet access or district provided 
Hotspot



There is not much support for a “hybrid” 
schedule where half of the children come on 
some days for face-to-face instruction while 

the rest complete eLearning at home. 

“I could support a Hybrid Schedule 
and I could make it work”:

Parents: 36%

*Childcare Issues?
*Could be used in the High School



How do we return to face-to-
face instruction with all students 

as safely as possible?

• Anderson One classrooms are not big enough to 
provide 6 feet between every student. Need some 
form of protection between students while in class

• We must limit potential exposure

• We must be flexible enough to adapt quickly and 
change from all in-person instruction to all distance 
learning (for a class, school or entire District) if 
health issues dictate. 



Operations Determined by the 

Community Transmission Rate of the 
Virus Established by DHEC:

Transmission 

Rate

Operation

“Low” or 

“Medium” 

Utilize face-to-face instruction for all 

students* with significant safety 

protocols in place.

“High” Utilize eLearning for all students.

“Virtual Classroom”

Current Transmission Rate: Medium



Priorities

• Maintaining the health and safety of our students, 
employees, and ASD1 families.

• Returning to face-to-face instruction as quickly and 
safely as possible.

• Remaining flexible and altering procedures if health 
issues dictate. (Practice “Virtual Classroom”)

• Providing options (when possible) for parents, 
students, and employees when returning to school is 
not possible because of health concerns.



Any scenario in which many 
people gather together poses a 

potential risk for COVID-19 
transmission.

No policy or procedure created can 
provide a 100% guarantee that the 
virus will not be transmitted in our 

schools 



Single Safeguards 
not 100% Effective

Virus



DRAFT Protocol

• Checking temperatures of employees and 
students during arrival;

• Screening symptom for staff and students on 
arrival to school;

• Students and staff wearing masks/shields 
during arrival, dismissal and transitions. 
They may remove during the majority of 
class time as long as desk shield is used.



South Carolina’s Dedication to Education (Reopening Schools) Key Excerpts
http://dedicationtoeducation.com/wp-
content/uploads/SCDeptEd_20_21_Reopening_KeyExcerpts.pdf

“Face masks and PPE for students/staff:
It is expected that school districts allow students and staff to wear masks 
as a necessary protection of themselves and others. Districts should follow 
the latest mask-wearing guidance from DHEC and the CDC. ”

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) COVID-19- Considerations for School
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-

childcare/schools.html

“Cloth Face Coverings
Teach and reinforce use of cloth face coverings. Face coverings should be 
worn by staff and students (particularly older students) as feasible, and are 
most essential in times when physical distancing is difficult.”

http://dedicationtoeducation.com/wp-content/uploads/SCDeptEd_20_21_Reopening_KeyExcerpts.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html


Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC)
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19/protect-yourself-those-around-you-covid-19

“Wear a cloth mask in public.”

Public Health Officials Issue Joint Statement on Need to Continue to 
Practice Social Distancing and Proper Use of Face Masks to Save Lives in 
South Carolina (AccelerateSC)
https://www.scdhec.gov/news-releases/public-health-officials-issue-
joint-statement-need-continue-practice-social

“DHEC, SCHA, SCMA and SCORH have come together to strongly urge all 
South Carolinians to actively help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and save 
the lives of our fellow residents by practicing physical social distancing and 
properly using face masks.

There is rapidly growing medical evidence that the use of face masks along 
with social distancing can greatly reduce the transmission of the COVID-19 
virus in public spaces…”

https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/protect-yourself-those-around-you-covid-19
https://www.scdhec.gov/news-releases/public-health-officials-issue-joint-statement-need-continue-practice-social
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• Utilize Desk Shields in class – student and 
teacher masks can be removed during the 
majority of instructional time when students 
are behind the Desk Shield:



DRAFT Protocol

• Maximize social distancing as much as possible;

• Washing hands frequently, hand sanitizer readily 
available;

• Teach proper hygiene; coughing/sneezing into sleeve;

• Frequent disinfectant of high touch surfaces;

• Regular deep cleaning and disinfecting of classrooms, 
offices, and common areas.



DRAFT Protocol

• Schedule students into cohorts to limit exposure 
from different students;

• Effectively communicate that sick students and 
employees need to stay home and follow health 
guidelines on return to school;

• Follow systemic protocols when a student/employee 
gets sick at school or reports a COVID-19 contact.
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• Limit all nonessential visitors

• Buses may have to run at 50% capacity.  Ask all 
parents who can bring students to and from school to 
do so.  We may have to run double routes which may 
necessitate changing schools start/end times



Additional Information

• Academic Recovery Camp- Select students from each 
elementary school in grades K5-3rd grade who are 
eligible to participate from July 20 – August 6. The 
emphasis will be on reducing educational gaps in 
Reading and Math.



Questions 
Recommendations 

Comments


